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15 July 1963
25X1A
MemozanouyM For : NG
Headquaxter., Y&/
ATTENTION : Colonel Leo o, Go..oy )
SUBJECT : Carrier Lavach Cotztility for U-2 Aircra
1. As you are agware, thig organizalioa has been studying for some

time the feasibility of udapting one or two L“-.. ;i:c::aft to carrier op:rations,
including the launching znd ret'ri\.vb,l of the coconlo from cevinin 2. inte
United States '\Taw carriers of the O 0% or c...2liclass. Visiis hzve | zen
made in the last . . wontha to h;’.‘:; Sdr Trdls oy Sommand, Sensac..z,
where the US3 I.i"."._;i;'% CTON (CVIE} . Lo inspect ot fav adequacy, and lawer to
Guantanamo Cay, Cuba, where t: J S INDIPENDENCE (CVAY was visiied
for the same purpore. Engineeriag ciudies based in paxi on carlier ciforis

in this directicn ni.le by Kelly Jo‘msvu at our request and subsequenily for
5.2 have also been vadertaken by Leckhoed. A final Si.aff Stedy on the opera-,
tional feasibility of modiying twoe aircrzft for carrier use is presently in work
and will be submitted to the DCI shorily for his views and apm-ava’ 1T spprovel
is forthcominy, we are hopeful that by early 1964 a capability of this zoxt will
be attained.

&

2. /. aninterim measure, however, it became apparent that it + suld,
be poasible . -&...-tin'* certain high-priority zuvert collection requiremcn.s to
launch from = CVA clasz carrier and retric -¢ at 2 land base somewhere 1»7;&114
range. Acc. lingly, the underasigrned sugge icd to the DDCI in a staff pagsr
{X1X4 that if natio. . requirements dictated the co _:aje of certain critical I
X1X4 I it cence targets, consideration ....uid be given to a covert launch
k1x7 from a Sixth Fleet CVA carrier with retricv_. ut a land base such as [N ,
‘While subsequent events have made thig tical
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the DCI has directed that we undertake to check out the carrier launch and land
retrieve capability as soon as possible so that it will represent a capablility in
being between now and the achievement of a complete launch and retrieve
envelope next year. The only mechanical problem standing between ourselves
and the co~duct of such a checkout of a launch from the carrier is the comple-
tion of fabrication by Lockheed of an inexpensive hoisting sling for the U-2
aircraft and the fabrication of a fuselage cart which will permit side castering
movement of the aircm ft from the elevator to the hangar deck and from the
hangar deck to the flight deck, Several of ouripilots were checked
out last month {n simulated U-2 takeoffs from the USS INDEPENDENCE con-
ducted in Navy TF aircraft which has analogous dimensions and approximates
the takeoff speeds of the U-2., It was their unanimous opinion that takeoff
would be no problem indeed.

3. In the course of this preliminary feasibility investigation, we have
been dealing with Captain Martin D. Carmody, USN, OP-506 in the Pentagon.
The DNI and the Chief of Naval Support have also been aware of these on-gite
investigations, and the latter officer has also furnished engineering advisory
personnel to Kelly Johnson to aid in this aspect of the study. A check with

. Captain Carmody reveals that a training takeoff can be arranged for some time

25X1A5a1
25X1A6a

during the period 3 through 16 August 1963 on the USS KITTY HAWK, whizhil -
during that period will be in a training status without its air carrier group
aboard operating from San Diego, California. Launch and retrieval communi-
cations for this operation would be handled through the carrier's SSB facility,
and only a minimum launch party would be aboard for a single day. Present
pPlans are that the aircraft used for this trainin exercise would be marked with
S . ., choxo-
ore, making preliminary plans to accommodate this training mission with a
recovery at following a launch at sea during this
period. It is anticipated that this schedule can be accommodated in such a way
as to involve no change in the normal training regime of the USS KITTY HAWK

and, thersfore, it is Captain Carmody's view that JCS concurrence is not a
requisite,

4. It would be appreciated, however, if you would be good enough to
generally advise the Acting D/NRO of the contemplated training operation and
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to communicate with us promptly if it {s his view that further top level
coordination is required,

FOR THE ACTING DEPUTY DIRECTOR (RESEARCH):
25X1A9%a

By

cct Capt. Carmody

ee: DPCl
ADD/&

Dic:rlmim. 25X1A
3 - Captain Carmody
3 -DDCY
4 - ADD/R
$ - DAD/OSA
& - ADJOSA
7 « D/FAJOSA :
8 « D/TECH/OSA - .
. - Ob’m v
10 « COMMO/OSBA
11 = <MD/OSA
12 « 88/08A
13« RB/OSA
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